Expression of endogenous murine leukemia virus in transplantable tumor cells and DNA methylation of the viral sequences.
A cell line derived from early passage of a transplantable tumor in athymic mice that initially had been injected with human breast adenocarcinoma cells produced a substantial amount of RNA sequences related to the Kirsten murine leukemia virus. The cell line derived from later passage of transplantation of these tumors diminished viral RNA production. Expression of the viral RNA sequences in these cell lines is inversely correlated with the level of viral DNA methylation in the mouse genome.